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becomes that which is in harmony with the WEE! of God, and
morality becomes permeated with religion.

5. VIRTUE AND BUSS

Perfection, harmony with the divine WHI, cannot be
separated from bliss. Virtue is the road to bliss, and if any-
thing does not lead there it is not virtue. The perfection of
the divine nature expresses itself in harmony, arid when the
scattered 4< divine fragments" come into harmony they
taste bliss.

This fact is sometimes veiled by another, /.e., that the
practice of a virtue under certain circumstances brings about
misery. That is true, but the misery is temporary and
superficial, and the balance between that outer misery and
the inner bliss arising from the virtuous conduct, is in favour
of the latter; and further, the misery is not due to the
virtue but to the circumstances which oppose its practice, to
the friction between the good organism and the evil environ-
ment. So when you strike a harmonious chord amid a mass
of discords, for a moment it increases the discord. The
virtuous man is thrown into conflict with evil, bufthis should
not blind us to the fact that bliss is ever wedded indissolubly
to Right and misery to Wrong. Even though the righteous
may suffer temporarily, nothing but righteousness can lead to
bliss. And if we examine the consciousness of the righteous,
we find that he is happier in doing the right though superficial
pain may result, than in doing the wrong which would ruffle
the inner peace. The commission of a wrong act would cause
him inner anguish outweighing the external pleasure. Even in